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The Romans in Britain
Details
Lectures take place all Wednesdays from Wednesday 6th  January to 24th  March 2027 -  Online. 
Watch lecture recordings on demand, until Wednesday 25 August 2027. 
Overview 
For almost four centuries, Roman Britain was a land of conquest, conflict, cultural exchange and transformation, as Rome extended its power across the island and reshaped the lives of its inhabitants.
In this 12-part course, we shall explore the fascinating story of Roman Britain, from the first invasions under Julius Caesar and Claudius to the eventual collapse of Roman rule in the early fifth century.
Over three months, we shall examine how the Romans conquered and governed Britain, building an extensive network of roads, towns, cities and villas, while introducing new forms of administration, architecture, art and religious practice. We will also explore the realities of everyday life, from entertainment and social customs to slavery, death and commemoration.
Along the way, we shall meet some of the most intriguing characters of Roman Britain, including the rebellious Boudicca and the politically astute Cartimandua, and investigate the military, political and social forces that shaped the province. From the frontiers of the north to the cities of the south, we will consider what it meant to live in Roman Britain, how far Roman influence transformed the island, and what ultimately brought an end to Roman rule.

Your course leader 
Dr John Reid is a physician, historian and archaeologist whose lifelong passion for Roman history has led him to become a leading figure in Roman frontier studies. Though trained in medicine, he has devoted much of his career to investigating the archaeology of Roman Britain and the complex relationship between Rome and the peoples living at the edges of its empire.
As Chairman of the Trimontium Trust, he has led and contributed to a range of archaeological research projects, from the investigations at Burnswark Hill in southern Scotland to the Trust's collaborative research at Ambleside Roman Fort in the Lake District, where new fieldwork has uncovered compelling evidence of an attack on the Roman garrison. His work has helped shed new light on Roman military activity, conflict and life along the frontiers of the province.
Under his leadership, the Trimontium Trust has developed into a multi-award-winning centre for Roman heritage, research, education and community engagement, while continuing to challenge established interpretations of Roman Britain.
He is also the author of The Eagle and the Bear: A New History of Roman Scotland (Birlinn, 2023), an exploration of the complex relationship between the Roman Empire and the peoples of ancient Caledonia.
Drawing on his medical background, archaeological experience and enthusiasm for uncovering the stories behind the evidence, Dr Reid brings Roman history vividly to life, offering a fascinating guide to the people, places and events that shaped Roman Britain.
Programme 
THE ROMANS IN BRITAIN
Week 1 – Wednesday 6 January
Conquest or bust  – The Roman Invasions of Britian
Week 2 – Wednesday 13 January
Command and Control – Military and Civilian Administration of Roman Britain
Week 3 – Wednesday 20 January
Highways and Byways – Roman Roads in Britain 
Week 4 – Wednesday 27 January
Down on the Farm – Villas in Roman Britain 
Week 5 – Wednesday 3 February
City Slickers – Cities of Roman Britain
Week 6 – Wednesday 10 February
Ladies Who Launch (Rebellions) – Boudicca and Cartimandua
Week 7 – Wednesday 17 February – Guest Lecturer: Thania M Flores
Splendour and Spirituality – Art and Religion in Roman Britain
Week 8 – Wednesday 24 February
Fun and Games – Amphitheatres and Entertainment in Roman Britain 
Week 9 – Wednesday 3 March
Till Death Us Do Part – Death and Commemoration in Roman Britain
Week 10 – Wednesday 10 March
A Life in Chains – Slavery in Roman Britain
Week 11 – Wednesday 17 March
The Frontiers of Roman Britain
Week 12 – Wednesday 24 March
The Beginning of the End – Roman Britain Comes to a Close

Your course facilitator & guest lecturer
Thania M. Flores is an art historian and museum professional at the Trimontium Museum. She holds a BA and MA in Art History and is a PhD candidate in Medieval Studies from the University of Toronto, with more than 20 years’ experience in the arts, culture and education.
Since joining the Trimontium Trust in 2020, Thania has worked across collections, interpretation, digital heritage and community engagement. She led the museum’s Digital Romans project, overseeing the digitisation of more than 4,300 objects, books and archival records, and was instrumental in the development of the museum’s award-winning Roman Trimontium VR experience.
Her particular interests include Roman art and culture, mythology, spirituality and the lived experience of the ancient world, with a focus on what happens when cultures come into contact — from cultural exchange and syncretism to adaptation, negotiation and resistance. She is especially interested in how these encounters shaped both Roman identity and the diverse communities living within the Empire.
As facilitator, Thania will lead all communications and help guide participants through the course. She will also contribute a session exploring the cultural and artistic world of Roman Britain. Drawing on archaeological evidence, art and literary sources, her session, Splendour and Spirituality: Art and Religion in Roman Britain, will explore the artistic expression, religious beliefs and spiritual practices of Roman Britain.
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