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The Romans in Scotland
Details
Wednesdays, 7 January to 25 March 2026 -  Online. 
Watch lecture recordings on demand, until Wednesday 24 June 2026. 
Overview 
For over three centuries, the inhabitants of North Britain faced the might of Rome, resulting in some of the most extraordinary archaeology of the ancient world.

In this 12-part course, we shall explore the complex, often tumultuous and frequently brutal interaction between the world’s first intercontinental superpower and the peoples who lived beyond Hadrian’s Wall.

Over three months, we shall consider why the Romans came north and why they stayed, investing heavily in manpower and the logistics necessary to support it, while creating not one but two massive walls to separate the Romans from what they called the barbarians.

We will also cover in detail several contentious areas of Roman Iron Age scholarship of the land we now call Scotland. Topics such as why so many Roman emperors took a personal interest in this far-flung corner of the empire and why details such as the loss of the Ninth Legion, the Roman siege of Burnswark Hill and the real reasons behind the building of Hadrian’s Wall still excite heated controversy.
Your course leader 
Dr John Reid is a physician and historian whose lifelong passion for Scotland’s Roman past has made him a leading voice in Roman frontier studies north of Hadrian’s Wall. Though trained in medicine, he has delved deeply into archaeology, contributing significantly to our understanding of Rome’s presence in Scotland.
As Chairman of the Trimontium Trust, he has led research at the Trimontium fort near Melrose and co-directed the Burnswark Project, reshaping views of Roman conflict in Iron Age Scotland. Under his leadership, the Trimontium Museum has become a multi-award-winning centre for Roman heritage, education, and community engagement.
He is also the author of The Eagle and the Bear: A New History of Roman Scotland (Birlinn, 2023), an acclaimed exploration of the complex relationship between the Roman Empire and the peoples of ancient Caledonia.
Dr Reid brings history vividly to life, blending medical insight, archaeological discovery, and storytelling — an exceptional guide to the Romans in Scotland.

Programme 
THE ROMANS IN SCOTLAND
Week 1 – 7 January
Introduction: The deep past – Scotland before the Romans
Week 2 – 14 January
First contact: The campaigns of Agricola and the hunt for Mons Graupius
Week 3 – 21 January
The first great northern rebellion and the secrets of Trimontium 
Week 4 – 28 January
The Eagle of the Ninth: Fact or fiction? 
Week 5 – 4 February
Hadrian and his Wall: Bob the Builder or military genius?
Week 6– 11 February
Antoninus Pius: Armchair general and pragmatist
Week 7 – 18 February
The Battle for Burnswark Hill
Week 8 – 25 February
More trouble up North: The second great rebellion 
Week 9 – 4 March
The Severan Storm: Genocide or outward bound for brats?
Week 10 – 11 March
Constantine the Great: Glory hunter and absentee landlord
Week 11 – 18 March
The Picts: The Scourge of Rome or arty farmers?
Week 12 – 25 March
Conclusion and summary: The end of Scotland’s beginning
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